NEON

 is the Naugatuck Ecumenical Outreach Network. We are a group of churches concerned with the issue of hunger in Naugatuck. We formed in October of 2008. The idea began at St.Michael's, but we realized that the problem would be too big for one church to address, so we invited all the local churches to join us. Responding to our call was: the Naugatuck Congregational Church, Immanuel Lutheran, the Congregational Church of Beacon Falls and Christ Episcopal in Bethany.  We are looking forward to more churches joining in the near future.

  We are addressing the hunger problem in two ways:

   1. We are working toward establishing a regular hot meal program, which would be located at St. Michael's and assisted by all the churches in NEON as well as other community groups. In order to make this happen on a regular basis we need to raise over $75,000, to upgrade our kitchen and bring the building up to code. We will be seeking funding through grants and holding other fund-raisers. In the meantime, we will be hosting several free "Community Dinners”, using the single-use permit system.  Our first dinner is planned for Feb. 21st.

  2.   We are in the process of joining Angel Food Ministries. This program sells high quality food to families and seniors at a considerable discount. Volunteers will be needed to take orders, pick up the food from a central warehouse and box it up. Mark Rees from Immanuel Lutheran is heading up this ministry for NEON.

 

  If you would like to be part of these exciting new ministries please see Audrey Sukovich. We have a lot of work to do to make these programs happen, but with the enthusiasm of our local congregations, and by the grace and guidance of the Holy Spirit, we believe that we will be able to impact the problem of hunger in Naugatuck. 

