Great New Fundraising Opportunity
St. Michael’s Family Shopping 
 
            Do you buy groceries? Or gas, or clothes, or ‘stuff’ to maintain or decorate your home?  How would you like to have many of your everyday purchases benefit the church’s financial health without you having to spend any additional money?  Well, if this sounds like a good idea to you, we have just the solution to offer!  We will shortly be implementing a Scrip Purchase program as a supplemental, ongoing fundraising effort to support our various missions here at St. Michael’s.  This is not a replacement for your heartfelt pledge commitments (thank you for those, and please keep them coming!), but rather is a means for all of us to tap into today’s new economic tools and reap some potentially significant financial benefit by doing pretty much what we do today…it almost sounds too good to be true, but it is (true, that is)!
 
            This program utilizes what is generically called ‘Scrip’ – essentially, an alternate form of money.  In most cases this takes the form of a gift card or certificate, good at the merchant that you select for the value you want to spend (not necessarily in one purchase, since most of the cards can carry and track open/remaining balances available on them).  So, essentially, you look at a very comprehensive list of merchants available, decide on the denomination you want to purchase (to spend with them), return your order form and check to the church for processing, and in about a week you‘ll have your Scrip/cards delivered and ready for you to use to shop, just as you would with cash, checks or credit cards.  You still only pay face value – if you buy a $25 card, it is just like having $25 in cash to spend at the merchant (live or online).  The only difference is that, as a result of us (St. Michael’s) acting as the facilitator of what comes down to being an implied marketing effort (you can only use the cards at the designated merchants, that being the only thing that differentiates them from cash), and we get a ‘commission’ on each sale, paid for by the merchants, that will go immediately into our operating funds.  So, that $25 dollar card I mentioned above, well, if that is for Stop & Shop or Home Depot, we get a dollar back (4%); if it is for Olive Garden, for example, we would get back $2.25 (9%), or if it was for Cabela’s store or website, we would get $4.25 (17%).  You still only spend the $25 you would have spent anyway. 
 
            Any Scrip you purchase may also be given to friends or family for their use, since it is not specifically dedicated or designated to you (only to the selected merchant). 
 
There are literally hundreds of merchants and Scrip denominations available, and if you are interested in something that is not currently listed on our order forms, just ask and it just might be on the bigger list (or could possibly be added for the future).
 
            It is very simple to participate in the program:  pick up 1, 2 or 3 of the three different order forms currently available – for local shopping, entertainment and travel, or online/mail order – make your selections, return your completed order form back to the church with your payment (initially, we will only be accepting checks or cash), and in about a week we will get you your cards.  Each order form lists the merchant, the Scrip values available, and the percentage of each sale that is retained by the Church.  Right now we are looking at ordering Scrip on a 2 week cycle (with orders being due on Sundays), to reduce our administrative expense - our only cost associated with the program is mailing of orders/payment and return shipping of cards.  And, the Church’s share of the proceeds is recognized very promptly – we keep our share at the time of order/payment (from members of the parish), and we do not have to wait for the Scrip management company to reimburse us sometime in the future.  Order forms will be available in the wing, as will be an program schedule and periodic progress report of our success over time with this effort.  
 
            We are very excited about this opportunity…it may go a long way towards closing our current projected financial deficit, and maybe even provide us with a little more stability so that various aspects of our outreach missions that have not been fully put into place could be restored and moved forward.  And once again, please remember…this is intended to be a supplement to our general operating income, not a replacement for your existing Pledge commitments!  Pledges, while a major portion of our income, represent a much more significant and spiritual commitment, a thank offering to God for his many blessings bestowed on all of us, and should not be confused with external fund raising efforts necessary to support our daily operations here.  If you have any questions about this program or any other aspect of our financial situation as a congregation, please contact Steve Sukovich at 393-9579 or at ssukovich@aol.com, or speak to any member of the Vestry.  Stay tuned for more information, and we look forward to your participation - remember, little bits of our existing purchases coming back to the Church, all of us working together, can (and will) make a big difference!
